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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XB011 

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council (MAFMC); Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of a public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council’s (Council) Ad- 
Hoc Atlantic Sturgeon Committee will 
hold a meeting. 
DATES: The meeting will be held on 
March 6, 2012, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
Four Points by Sheraton BWI Airport, 
7032 Elm Road, Baltimore, MD 21240; 
telephone: (410) 859–3300. 

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, 800 N. State 
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901; 
telephone: (302) 674–2331. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Christopher M. Moore Ph.D., Executive 
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, 800 N. State 
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901; 
telephone: (302) 526–5255. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
purpose of this meeting is to identify 
and discuss potential management 
actions to minimize incidental catches 
of Atlantic sturgeon in fisheries 
managed by the Mid-Atlantic Council. A 
management response is necessary 
given the recent classification of 
Atlantic sturgeon under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, in 
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act), those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Actions will 
be restricted to those issues specifically 
identified in this notice and any issues 
arising after publication of this notice 
that require emergency action under 
Section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act, provided the public has been 
notified of the Council’s intent to take 
final action to address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

The meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to M. 
Jan Saunders at the Mid-Atlantic 

Council Office (302) 526–5251 at least 5 
days prior to the meeting date. 

Dated: February 14, 2012. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2012–3752 Filed 2–16–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XA902 

Taking and Importing Marine 
Mammals: Taking Marine Mammals 
Incidental to Navy’s Mission Activities 
at the Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Panama City Division 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; issuance of a Letter of 
Authorization. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act 
(MMPA), as amended, and 
implementing regulations, notification 
is hereby given that NMFS has issued a 
one-year Letter of Authorization (LOA), 
followed by a revised LOA that is valid 
for two years, to take marine mammals 
by harassment incidental to the U.S. 
Navy’s Research, Development, Test and 
Evaluation (RDT&E) mission activities at 
the Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Panama City Division (NSWC PCD) to 
the Commander, U.S. Naval Surface 
Warfare Center Panama City Division, 
110 Vernon Avenue, Panama City, FL 
32407–7001 and persons operating 
under his authority. 
DATES: Effective from January 21, 2012, 
through January 20, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: Copies of the Navy’s 
September 1, 2011, LOA application, 
the LOA, the Navy’s 2011 marine 
species monitoring report and the 
Navy’s 2011 annual mission activities 
report are available by writing to P. 
Michael Payne, Chief, Permits and 
Conservation Division, Office of 
Protected Resources, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910, by 
telephoning the contact listed here (see 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT), or 
online at: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/ 
permits/incidental.htm#applications. 
Documents cited in this notice may be 
viewed, by appointment, during regular 
business hours, at the aforementioned 
address. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Shane Guan, Office of Protected 
Resources, NMFS (301) 427–8418. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

Section 101(a)(5)(A) of the MMPA (16 
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) directs the Secretary 
of Commerce to allow, upon request, the 
incidental, but not intentional taking of 
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who 
engage in a military readiness activity if 
certain findings are made and 
regulations are issued. 

Authorization may be granted for 
periods of 5 years or less if NMFS finds 
that the taking will have a negligible 
impact on the species or stock(s), and 
will not have an unmitigable adverse 
impact on the availability of the species 
or stock(s) for subsistence uses. In 
addition, NMFS must prescribe 
regulations that include permissible 
methods of taking and other means of 
effecting the least practicable adverse 
impact on the species and its habitat, 
and on the availability of the species for 
subsistence uses, paying particular 
attention to rookeries, mating grounds, 
and areas of similar significance. The 
regulations also must include 
requirements pertaining to the 
monitoring and reporting of such taking. 

Regulations governing the taking of 
marine mammals incidental to the U.S. 
Navy’s RDT&E activities at the NSWC 
PCD were published on January 21, 
2010 (75 FR 3395), and remain in effect 
through January 21, 2015. They are 
codified at 50 CFR part 218 subpart S. 
These regulations include mitigation, 
monitoring, and reporting requirements 
for the incidental taking of marine 
mammals by the Navy’s RDT&E 
activities. For detailed information on 
these actions, please refer to the January 
21, 2010 Federal Register notice and 50 
CFR part 218 subpart S. 

On February 1, 2012, NMFS 
published a final rule (77 FR 4917) that 
allows for the issuance of multi-year 
LOAs, as long as the regulations 
governing such LOAs are valid. 

Summary of LOA Request 

NMFS received an application from 
the U.S. Navy for an LOA covering the 
Navy’s RDT&E activities at NSWC PCD 
off the U.S. Gulf of Mexico under the 
regulations issued on January 21, 2010 
(75 FR 3395). The application requested 
authorization, for a period of two years, 
to take, by harassment, marine 
mammals incidental to proposed 
RDT&E activities that involve 
underwater explosive detonation, 
projectile firing, and sonar testing. 
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